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Description of the BuildiDg:

Everett High School now includcs seven buildings on a campus that covers more than three square blocks at the
DOrth entrance to downtown Everett. Located in a DCighborhood of single and multi.fa!niIy resideDccs and
chun:hcs, the newly (1995) renovated 1910 High School, which is being ncnninatt4, could also he the CCIllCr of a
small historic district which would include some of the neighboring churches as well as most of the, educational
buildings: the 1912 and 1915 Turnbull clcsigiled vocational and I:Ommen:ia1 buildings, the 1925 Willatsen
designed Lutheran Church now the school theater, and the Morrison and Stim&On designed clcpression era
Auditorium.

The 1910 High School designed by Seattle school architeet 10seph Stephen is clearly the centerpiece of this
wonderful collection ofbuildings. It Iionts on Colby Avenue, the maiD norlh-south Avenue in 'Everett and extends
nearly the fulllenglh of the block from 24th to 25th.

The design of the building reflects the Classical Revival style of the period that according to Sally Woodbridge, in
her hook A GIl/de to Architecture in Wtishlngton State, was the almost universal style for governmental
institutions, librarics and banks in the early 1900's. Because it is so typical, she uses Everett High to illusuatc her
description of the Beaux Arts, Eclectic Classicism, True to form, the building has a 'symmetrically composed
flll:&dc with a triple horizontal division divided by lena cotta COUJliCS. The roof is flat, which givcs prominence to
the fully enriched cntabJatuJe which includcs, a variety of classical surface ornament: urns, cIc!:orative swags, floral
decoration, 'acanthus leaf, etc. (sec the attached illustrations for cIctaiI.) It is'interesting to note that at the time the
school was built, it was described as a "modern example of simple architecture lacldng all ginger bread adornment
and almost severely massive and square with few trimmings.'

The building is faced with a light buff colored brick with precise ODCquarter inch joints. The brick and lena cotta
have been cleaned, which makes the building glow like the classic GreckIRoman temple architecture to which it
refcn. The entry way is a grand arched portico set into a central projecting pavilion. The door is topped by a
fanlight and surrounded by scored Ionic columns. (sec attached illustration for dctails.)

When the building was completed in 1910 at an approximate completed cost ofSl70,OOO, it was said to he the
most modern school in Puget Sound. It also was representative of a revolution in school design that accompanied
the school refonn movement of the early 1900's. To house !be new courses and activitics that were to be part of a
school building to produce better citizens, the bui1ding had an assembly hall with seating c:ip8City of 850, a
gymnasium with model equipment, three rooms devoted to domestic science with a pantry, dining room and
sewing room, a spacious commcn:ial department consisting of a modern bank, a typewriting room and up-to-date
business room; a ~ training department occupying four largc rooms in the basement- complete with benches
with bead and tail Vises, power grindstoDC, lathes, grinders, wood trimmer, surfacers, jointers, and band saws.
(Boys in manual training department constructed cabiDcls to be used in the schools.) The upper floors were
devoted exclusively to the sciences: chemistry, physics, and botany. The science lecture room had a scating
capacity of 75 and was fitted with stereopticon Iantcm.
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The 1aIeslin tccImology was used to provide c:omfol'lllble sunoUlldinp. Steam beating was supp1ied with steam
coming fIOm a plant across the streellllld forml tbrougbout the eotire building by big fans. TbennometerB in eacb
room automatica1ly regulated the temperature aDd flooded the room with cold air when it became too warm. There
was aD intercom system lIIId a clock, governed by a master clock in the office, that clicked off the- minutes of the
bour in eveJY classroom lIIId controlled the period 'bells.

The building interior docs not exist aDymore aDd the functions, gymnasium, auditorium, science aDd vocational
departments, have been spread out in the campus into other buildings. The interior bas been remodeled, modified,
lIIId added to some eight times at Jeast.

The most sigoificant modifications include the:

1939 Addition: This was a one story addition on the west side of the building. The exterior is faced with brick lIIId
terra cotta simUar in color to the original, willi simple deta11ing.

1963 Addition. This was the most destruCtive, but since demolition of the entire building was also considered, it
did at least save the building. On the west side a second story was added to the 1939 addition. An elevator sbaft
was run up the side of the building lIIId in the front a facade ob5CUring cement structure was built in the middle of
the enll:llDCeWaybetween the street and the scbool. This obtnJsive structure was attached to the front entrance aDd
not only covered the entrance but damaged the terra cotta lIIId much of the entryway dCtait.

•• •• •
1995 Renovation/restoration. This last renovation/restoration Of the building was accomplished with remarlaible
sensitivity lIIId intdIigence. The 1963 addition in the fIOnt of the building was removed. (The demolition was
cheered by a small crowd.), The entryway which had been badly damaged by the 1960's addition bas been restored.
The fanlight above the door was reproduced, damaged or broken terra cotta was reproduced or restored, lIIId even
details such as the scoring of the Ionic columns by the door were included. The originaJ conllgwation. of the
windows lIIId PBIIe5 bas been retained. In the 1960's remodel, the c:eiling was dropped whicb obscured the tops of
the windows. In the current remodel, the ceiling was again dropped to bold the ~uired mechanical, sprlnklers,
etc., but the dropped ceiling is pulled away from the windows 1eaving the full 13 foot ceiling open next to the
windows. The open spaciousness of the halls was retained by an ingenious method of dea1ing with the ~uired fire
doors. There are fire doors at the end' of each hallway by the 'stairwell, as required, but the doors are set into the
waJJ lIIId can be left open. They close automatica1ly if the fire alarm is activated. In the classrooms, the picture
mils and chair rails shown in historic pictures were reproduced, lIIId columns from the auditorium were placed in
the library entrBllce along with a strip of the originaJ dentil decoration.

Throughout the school this attention to detail bas provided a sense of history and elegance alongside the equipment
and necessities of a modem school equipped to proVide education into the next century.
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Area of SlpiliclIIIcc: Education aDd SocIal History

Historical BackgroaDd
Evcn:tt's birth in 1891 came in the post-eivil War period ofllncbcckcd IRe enterprise that saw most of the nation's
power cmieentrated in the wealth of a bandfuI of men. One of these men was John D. Rockefeller whose money,
along with that of smaller eastern investors, backed the Everett enterprise,

While all cities in the counlJy were afl'ected by this economic =tratiOli, Everett was designed by it, and
Evcn:tt's development was indelibly IIIlIlked by It WCSIenl expansion swept away Native American communities
that bad inhabited these lands for centuries, uplOOling them, placing them on RSCJVlItions and bwylng traces of
their civilization under the change that followed.

, . .

Wben the IlliIroads n:acbed the coast, cities were rapiclly built where IndIans bad once lived. Resources became
the greatest developing factor and an economic base was established that consisted mainly of extractive Industries -
lumbering, mining and fishing. The exploltive usc of these resources frequently led to their exhaustion.

The panic of 1893 that sevcrely checked the growth ofEvcretljust as It was getting started afl'ected the whnle
nation. Infact, until the bard times of the 308, this period was known as The Great Depression. Many persons
questioned the workability of an economic base that bad caused 511Cha downfall. By 1900, although the power
base bad really changed little, new directions were in evidence, with greater emphasis being placed on enterprises
that provided SClViccsand products. For Evcn:tt this was the era of being part of Jim Hill's fiDanci8l empire. But
while Hill and Rockefeller are often considered to have been at odds, at this time their investments were closely
intertwined since an exchange of stock bad joined the two on the Board of the Northern Securities Corporation of
New Jersey. Although new directions were explored in Everett for providing city services and for attrae:ting a
diverse base of produet~riCDted industries, the economic and political power largely remained in the hands of the
same few industrial capitalists,

The boom years of the Cally 1900s coincided with a fiood ofinimigrants coming'into the c:ounlJy. Everetl's
population grew from only 8,000 in 1900 to 25,000 in 1910, with many new Immigrants providing the manpower
for the growing industries.

Most of the Immigrants who came to Everett in the early 1900s were employed in the mills (1/5 of the population
by 1910), doing dangerous work for small pay. The worker unrest that resulted led to strong union activity and
bloody confrontations. From 1901 to 1917 Everetl was the site ofstrikcs and some of the bitterest disputes between
labor and management In the country's history, Events reached a culmination with the tragic confrontation
between mill ownCIll and the Industrial Workers of the World in November of 1916 that left at least seven dead.

The Everett Survey of Historic Properties, which Is in efl'ect Everett's context statement and forms the basis of
historic preservation In Everett, divides this history into several historical time periods that relate to Everett's
hist0rr and correspond to regional and national trends: the period of Native American habitation and early pioneer
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settlement (prehistory through 1888); the em of initiallllilroad deYdopmcnt and industrial growth (1889-1899);
the yWs ofmpid growth pr=ding the Great Waz (1900·191'); the Wazyeazs and the twbuli:nt period
jmmMjatl:!yfoUowing (1916-1929); and the yeazs of the Great Depression (193040).

Everett IDgh School, built in 1910, in the midst oftheyeazs ofmpid growth pr=ding the Great Waz, was of
course part of this history. '!be new high school was built in RS)JOIIIC to a new student population that had
completcly outgrown the old high school. and local politics were teflected in the school board elections with an
active Socialist Pai'ents' and Teachers' Bureau that had "the prime mission ... to captwe the schools for
soclalism. "

.'!be first recorded Everett school session started even before the town was inc:olpOrated in 1893. It was a ten week
term taught in the spring of'1891 and there was a two story school in place by December of the same yeaz. '!be
first high school graduation was in 1893 hut with only one student, Margaret Salisbury, daughter of John J. Clark,
a prominent city meJclJant Not until 1898 did Everett High have a regulaz four year course. By 1902, Everett was
a first class district with more than 10.000 people within the boundaries, and the high school for the first time had
its own building. From 1900 to 1910 the city population tripled and the high school was meeting ineight ponables
as well as the building.

When the new Everett High School opened on Januazy 31. 1910, it was the largest construction project the school
district had ever completed. The three-story Beaux Arts brick IltJ'Ul:lure cost $170,000 and could house 600
students. '!be city had tripled in size from 1900 to 1910 and was firmly and proudly established as Mill Town.
'!be impressive brick IltJ'Ul:lure provided a source of community pride and an era of educational enlightenment
seemed to dawn with the erection of the new high school filclJities. CR Frazier, the new school superintendent,
ushered in this progressive educational spirit By 1910 a new salary IltJ'Ul:lure was in place and a professional
library established. There was a school nurse and a campaign against tobaa:o, sex hygiene lectures for mothers
and daughters were approved, and a "special and ungraded" room for PUPils with difficulties was established.
Recognizing both the worldng population and the emigrant population, a night scheolwas started and Nonvegian
language classes were offered for high school students. Manual arts were a large part of the curriculum and
continued in importanQ: when a separate vocational building W\lS constJUcted across the street in 1912.

The new school and prog=sive spirit were part of a nationwide educational reform movement. The new reform
philosophy emphasized instirotional reform and saw schools as the primary vehicle for the development of a weU-
rounded individual able to function in the complex new ccnNry. '!be high school, which had previously been a
small part of Ammcan education, became particulazly important as enrollment increased dramaticnlly across the
connlly. School curriculum was. expanded to include a variety ofwbat might be called civic and enrichment .
activities. Much of this was in response to the large immigrant population as schools were seen as the vehicle for
"Americani1.ation" .

Much of the local significance and historical "integrity" of the school has heen retained in the remembrance of the
past that has heen built into the school building. Historical "integrity" bas sometimes been defined as the sense of
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the past and the nx:ognition of the historic. This bas been prcscrvcd throughout the building in pictun:s of the first
classes, the 1911 President Taft speecb in front of the high school, trophies from the Winning Bagshaw foolball
years, tributes to war heroes and pictun:s and DCW& clippings from Everett's favorite sun, the late ScDator Hemy
"Scoopn Jackson.

The entryway bas murals by contemporary local artist Bernie Weber with a montage ofbuildings in the school
district and Important people ilnd events in the school history. The office bas display cases with pictun:s of the
1912 c1ass, a fal:simile of the first diploma, yearbooks, the first school bell, and various memorabilia telating to the
school. Throughout the school there are historic photos, there is a tribute to Senator Jackson, there is a listing Of
the Everett ~ who died in WWI and WWII. The original vault that was used by the school board bas been
incorporated into in aIIic:e. A triptych oak mirror from the firs! Home Economics room is now part of the Life
Sciences room. Photos of illustrious graduates: writers, artists, singers arc in another trophy ease, and there is
abundant recognition of the sports teams and individual heroes who have been part of the high school history.

The one most nx:ognized is Enoch Bagshaw, Everett's legendary coach, who staned at Everett High School in
1909 and continued in the new school for the next 10 years. Perhaps the tribute to him by local school historian
Larry O'Donnell explains the signlficanc;e of the trophy cases in the renovated high school and the importanc:e of
this remembered past. O'Donnell said of Bagshaw, "Everett was a rugged milltown where trailS like physical
strength, fierce courage and toughness were cherished. The game of foolball provided a showcase for those traits
and no one showclised football better than Enoch Bagshaw. His teaml! brought pride and community cohesiveness
to Everett. MiIlowner and miI1worker who frequently battled found common ground for agreement when they
extolled the virtues of the Everett High School football teams.'

As we go into the next century and there is talk of educational reform and teaching for the modern world, the real
significana: of this outstanding renovation of the high school is that it seems'once more to be a place wbere the
community bas united to provide for their youth and to remember the best of their past.

Area of significance: Architecture
JAMES STEPHEN

James Stephen (1858-1938), architect for Everett High, was the premier school architect in Western Washington in
the early 1900's. Trained as a cabinetmaker in Canada, he obtained his archilcctural training through a
correspondence course imd began working as an architect in Illinois. IU: first moved to California but then came to
Seattle, as did many architects, after the fire in 1889. From 1901 until 1909, he was Seattle school architect.
During those years he was responsible for the design and supervision of over fifty school building projects. IU:
worked with a model wood frame school plan which provided a flexible and economical approach to school
construction and allowed for a phased construction process and future additions. In 1907, Stephen traveled to the
mid.west and New York to study new school construction and in 1908, Stephen's son Frederick, a recent
architecturnl graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, entered into partnership with his father. M a result of his
trip and probably with new ideas from his sun, he developed his second model school plan, which used the new



• •_....*'-... ....,....,.
United States Deparbnent of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section number -!.. Page.L Name of Property Everett High School

County and State Snohomish County. WA

pbilosophy of school building lUld the new tccImology: fileproof material, (concrete, temI cotta aDd brick), modem
amenities such as Javalories, and f1exibiJity of design. He was particuJarly noted roi' innovation in heating syslCIIIS,
new intercoms aDd a clock system that seems to be a lrlIdemarl<.

Itwas Ibis model that the EVerctl School Board ebose when they hired Stephen aDd Stephen to design the new high
schoel for Everett in 1908. ConslJUl:tion on Everett High Schoel began in December 1909 with Jenkins aDd Jones
as the prime contractor. At the same time, Stephen was designing Queen Anne High Schoel in Seat11e; the
striking similarity between the two buildings is still evident today. Queen Anne has been n:nDVllted and n:modeled
into IIlXllIYcondominiums whereas Everctl will continue as designed to house education.

Stephen's legacy can be seen in mon: than SO schoOl districts across the state; many of these schoels an: being
n:modeled to other uses and in some cases demolished. It is important to the architectural school history of the
state that Even:tt High will continue into the next century as a High Schoel.
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Clark, NOIlllllll Mill Town (Seattle, University of Wasbington Press, 1970)
Dilgard &: RiddleA Survey a/Everett's Historical Properties, 1976. 1996.
Woodbridge &: Montgomery, A Guide to Archlleehlre in Washington State (Seattle, University of WasbiDgtOD
Press, 1980) ,
KmfI\, KaIlICIyn "Interlake Public School (Sealt1e)" National Register ofHisloric Places Nomination Form, 1983.
Brubeck, David (Bumgardner Architects) "Queen Anne High School (Seattle) National Register of Historic Places
NominatiOD Form, 1985,
Everett High School Nasllra, Published by the senior class of Everett High School, 1910,
O'Donnell, LaWlellCe "Bagshaw Field: A Tnbute to a Legend" InRiverside Remembers, Stories o/Everett's
,Gf'Ilater Riverside Area, 1987.
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EVERETI mGH SCHOOL PHOTOS

EVERETI mGH SCHOOL
2400 COLBY AVENUE
EVERETI', WA SNOHOMISH COUNTY (31).

KRISTIN RAVETZ (PHOTOGRAPHER)
NEGATIVES IN CITY OF EVERETI' CER....m...1ED........LOCAL GOVERNMENT FILES.

1. 1987 PHOTO
EAST FACADE BEFORE RENOVATION •

. 2. JUNE 1995 PHOTO .
DEMOUTION OF 1963 ADMIN1SlTRATION BUDDING.

3. AUGUST 1996 PHOTO.
COMPLETED RENOVATION. EAST FACADE.

4. AUGUST 1996 PHOTO
CLOSE.UPOF ENTRANCE. EAST FACADE.

5. AUGUST 1996
RENOVATEDENTRYWAY. EASTFACADE

I RENOVATED WEST WING ADDmON ..
6. AUGUST 1996

'---"--'- -- .......
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